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Dedicated Website Highlights Abundant Alternatives to

Halloween Gathering in the Castro

http://www.homeforhalloween.com Website features online video contest to
encourage 'home grown' Halloween celebrations throughout the Bay Area

Last update: 5:11 p.m. EDT Oct. 6, 2008

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct 06, 2008 /PRNewswire via COMTEX/ -- Halloween is for
everyone. This year, the second annual "Home for Halloween" campaign is
spreading the word through a broad public awareness campaign, including an
online video contest at http://www.homeforhalloween.com.

The website is part of a multi-layered media effort to discourage individuals who
live outside of the San Francisco from coming into the Castro neighborhood the
night of Halloween -- Friday, October 31, 2008 -- while encouraging San
Francisco and Bay Area residents to either stay home on Halloween or go to a
venue with Halloween activities outside of the Castro. Like last year, the central
feature of the website is a broad list of public activities taking place all around the
Bay Area on Halloween evening -- this year with an added feature whereby
groups and individuals can enter their own event directly from the website. As
with last year's campaign, the site includes a blog with updates on the campaign
and area activities, downloadable flyers in English, Spanish and Cantonese and
the campaign's video/audio public service announcements. Also, the site will
feature an online video contest asking individuals to tell their stories of why they
will be staying at home for Halloween.

"The main purpose of the Home for Halloween campaign and its website is to
remind people throughout the Bay Area that the true spirit of this holiday is to be
found celebrating in one's own community,” said San Francisco Mayor Gavin
Newsom. "There are so many wonderful and safe events happening in all parts
of San Francisco and surrounding cities. This one central site allows people to
find out what is happening in their neighborhoods, share their perspectives about
home-grown Halloween activities and tell us why Halloween in their home area
will be special through the online video contest."

Videos that are submitted for the contest should be no more than one minute
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URL http://www.homeforhalloween.com at some point in the video. A panel of
youth judges from the ZeumMasters Program -- a teen internship and youth
development program at Zeum, San Francisco's multimedia arts and technology
museum -- will award three prizes: $ 750 first prize, $250 second prize, and $100
third prize. Winning videos will also be prominently displayed on the Home For
Halloween website. To enter the contest, individuals submitting videos are asked
to post their videos online to the hosting site of their choice (e.g. YouTube,
Google Video, Vimeo, Blink, etc.) and email their video link to
video@homeforhalloween.com by Saturday, October 18, 2008.

For more information on Home for Halloween, contact
news@homeforhalloween.com.

Media Contacts: David Perry & Associates, Inc./ David Perry
(415) 693-0583 / cell: (415) 676-7007 / news@davidperry.com
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